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VOTE!

Reasonable Candidates
Exceptional Qualifications

For Wicomico Board of Education

Democratic Club of Wicomico County
www.demclubwicomico.org

George 
Demko
AT LARGE                          

Donald 
Fitzgerald 
AT LARGE                          

Michael 
Murray
AT LARGE                          

Von 
Siggers 
AT LARGE                          

Allen 
Brown
DISTRICT 1                          

Karin 
Miller 
DISTRICT 2

Leonard
Arvi
DISTRICT 3                          

David 
Plotts 
DISTRICT 4            

TWO AGENTS - DOUBLE THE SERVICE! 
OVER 80 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST.

410-546-3211 Offi ce
1405 S Salisbury Blvd Suite B 

Salisbury              

Ready To Sell?
 WE HAVE BUYERS!

Rates are rising, now may be the 
time to sell or buy your home 
today! We have clients eager 
to fi nd homes in our area. Call 
today to discuss your dream. 

MILLIE CAPPELLO 
410-726-2661  
Millie@LongandFoster.com
www.mcappello.com

DONNA MALONE 
410-430-5372       
Donna.Malone@LongandFoster.com 

Wicomico has listed 10 distinct 
areas county-wide where broad-
band Internet service is lacking. 
High-speed Internet access has be-
come more of an issue over the last 
two years, as more people have had 
to work from home through the 
Covid-19 pandemic.

The problematic situation be-
came even more evident when stu-
dents in rural areas had difficulty 
taking classes online, and school 
board officials had to scramble to 
offer cellular technology options.

The so-called “modified hot 
spots” didn’t always work, however. 
Officials also found that a signifi-
cant percentage of homes that had 
broadband access weren’t hooked 
up, because families couldn’t af-
ford the service.

Choptank Electric Co-op, which 
already provides electric service 
to rural areas, has also sought to 

Broadband
Continued From Page 10

bring broadband to underserved 
areas through its new splinter 
company, Choptank Fiber.

Choptank had asked Wicomico 
County to be a financial partner 
in its wiring effort, putting up a 
matching amount of $758,000 
that would be included in its Office 
of State Broadband application.

As the Broadband issue has heat-
ed up in the past year, Psota insist-
ed all along that Wicomico could 
secure a reliable Internet Service 
Provider without helping to front 
any cash.

Talkie has performed extensive 
work in the Upper Shore counties 
and was recently selected for rural 
broadband work in neighboring 
Worcester County.

Under Covid-19 relief legislation 
and its recent infrastructure mea-
sures, the federal government is 
giving millions of dollars to Mary-
land for broadband expansion and 
upgrades. The state will take about 
$75 million of that money and dis-
pense it to the counties under an 
application system.
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State officials have awarded Talkie Communications $9.8 million in grant fund-
ing to build fiber-optic Broadband Internet service in rural Wicomico County.


